VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN
COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories
Indexed & Listed at:

Ulrich's Periodicals Directory ©, ProQuest, U.S.A., EBSCO Publishing, U.S:A!, Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A!,
Open J-Gage, India [link of the same is duly available at Inflibnet of University Grants Commission (U.G.C.)],
The American Economic Association's electronic bibliography, EconlLit, U.S.A.,
Index Copernicus Publishers Panel, Poland [HililICVAIIEIGHSI08 & number of libraries all around the world.

Circulated all over the world & Google has verified that scholars of more than 4255 Cities in 176 countries/territories are visiting our journal on regular basis.
Ground Floor, Building No. 1041-C-1, Devi Bhawan Bazar, JAGADHRI — 135 003, Yamunanagar, Haryana, INDIA

http://ijrcm.org.in/




VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY)

| SSN 2231-4245

CONTENTS

TITLE & NAME OF THE AUTHOR (S)

Page
No.

STUDY ON EXPLORING ASE EMPLOYEES JOB SATISFACTION
CHENG-WEN LEE & TSAI-LUN CHO

1

APPLICABILITY OF INFORMATION SYSTEM TECHNIQUES: A STUDY OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
POWER SECTOR
VIJAY PRATAP SINGH & DR. G.S BATRA

7

CONSTRAINTS OF MGNREGA AS A TRANSFORMATIVE SOCIAL PROTECTION POLICY: AN
EMPIRICAL STUDY IN ASSAM
REHANA AHMED & SUBHRANGSHU SHEKHAR SARKAR

12

EFFECT OF ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT ON INTERNATIONAL TOURISM REVENUE: A CO-
INTEGRATION APPROACH
CHENG-WEN LEE & WEN-CHUAN FU

16

AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF ECOPRENEURIAL ORIENTATION, ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERN AND GOVERNMENTAL MEASURES ON ECOPRENEURIAL PRACTICES OF WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS IN MALAPPURAM DISTRICT

NISHA K.M & DR. MOHD ASIF KHAN

23

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES: INTERPRETATION AND MARKETING STRATEGIES
PRAMA VISHNOI & NAMITA PADHY

29

IMPLICATION OF WORK LIFE BALANCE AND JOB STRESS
ANURAG MAURYA, GAURAV TALAN & KANCHAN SEHRAWAT

34

TRENDS IN INFORMALITY IN INDIA
NIDHI PANDE

39

EMPLOYEE MOTIVATION: ANALYSIS OF SELECT SMALL SCALE UNITS IN MYSURU
DIVYACHETHANA S & AASHISH C |

48

10.

A STUDY ON YOUNG ADULT CONSUMER BEHAVIOR TOWARDS ADVENTURE TRAVEL WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HYDERABAD
DR. ANDAL AMMISETTI

51

11.

PARTICIPATION OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES IN INDIA
DR. T. VIIAYARAGAVAN

53

12.

THE GROWTH OF GOLD LOAN NBFCS IN INDIA: A CASE STUDY ON MUTHOOT FINANCE
JESWIN D.J & GURUDATT KAMATH B

57

13.

WOMEN'’S STATUS IN THE ECONOMY OF INDIA
DR. AJAB SINGH & DEEPSHIKHA B.

61

14.

TREND ANALYSIS OF IMPACTS OF CARGO PILFERAGE RISK ON POST CONCESSION CARGO
THROUGHPUT PERFORMANCE OF NIGERIAN SEAPORT TERMINALS
T. C. NWOKEDI, G. C. EMEGHARA & C. IKEOGU

67

15.

CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF FINANCE IN INDIA DURING THE PAST DECADE
K.MADHAVA RAO

71

16.

IMPACT OF CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENT ON CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR
NAMITA PADHY & PRAMA VISHNOI

79

17.

TO TAX OR NOT TO TAX: THE DILEMMA OF ABOLISHING INCOME TAXES IN INDIA
K SREEHARI NAIR & VIDYA AVADHANI

85

18.

THE ACT NO. 9 OF 1995 ABOUT SMALL SCALE ENTERPRISE: IMPLICATION TOWARDS SMALL
SCALE BUSINESS SELF RELIANCE IN STRENGTHEN NATIONAL ECONOMY STRUCTURE (EMPIRICAL
STUDY TO SMALL SCALE AGRIBUSINESS INDUSTRY IN SOUTH SUMATERA-INDONESIA)

M. SYAHIRMAN YUSI

88

19.

EFFECT OF EDUCATIONAL ON EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH
DISABILITIES IN SELECTED UNIVERSITIES IN KENYA
JOHN WEKESA WANJALA, DR. SUSAN WERE & DR. WILLY MUTURI

95

20.

IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL SOCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME IN JORHAT DISTRICT OF
ASSAM
PALLABI GOGOI

100

REQUEST FOR FEEDBACK & DISCLAIMER

105

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/




VOLUME No. 5 (2015), | ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

CHIEF PATRON

PROF. K. K. AGGARWAL
Chairman, Malaviya National Institute of Technology, Jaipur
(An institute of National Importance & fully funded by Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India)
Chancellor, K. R. Mangalam University, Gurgaon
Chancellor, Lingaya’s University, Faridabad
Founder Vice-Chancellor (1998-2008), Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi
Ex. Pro Vice-Chancellor, Guru Jambheshwar University, Hisar

FOUNDER PATRON
LATE SH. RAM BHAJAN AGGARWAL
Former State Minister for Home & Tourism, Government of Haryana
Former Vice-President, Dadri Education Society, Charkhi Dadri
Former President, Chinar Syntex Ltd. (Textile Mills), Bhiwani

CO-ORDINATOR,
DR. BHAVET
Faculty, Shree Ram Institute of Engineering & Technology, Urjani

ADVISORS
PROF. M. S. SENAM RAJU
Director A. C. D., School of Management Studies, I.G.N.O.U., New Delhi
PROF. M. N. SHARMA
Chairman, M.B.A., HaryanaCollege of Technology & Management, Kaithal
PROF. S. L. MAHANDRU
Principal (Retd.), MaharajaAgrasenCollege, Jagadhri

EDITOR
PROF. R. K. SHARMA
Professor, Bharti Vidyapeeth University Institute of Management & Research, New Delhi

FORMER.CO-EDITOR,
DR. S. GARG
Faculty, Shree Ram Institute of Business & Management, Urjani

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
DR. RAJESH MODI
Faculty, Yanbu Industrial College, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
PROF. SIKANDER KUMAR
Chairman, Department of Economics, HimachalPradeshUniversity, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh
PROF. SANJIV MITTAL
UniversitySchool of Management Studies, GuruGobindSinghl. P. University, Delhi
PROF. RAJENDER GUPTA
Convener, Board of Studies in Economics, University of Jammu, Jammu
PROF. NAWAB ALI KHAN
Department of Commerce, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, U.P.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/




VOLUME No. 5 (2015), | ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

PROF. S. P. TIWARI
Head, Department of Economics & Rural Development, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh University, Faizabad
DR. ANIL CHANDHOK
Professor, Faculty of Management, Maharishi Markandeshwar University, Mullana, Ambala, Haryana
DR. ASHOK KUMAR CHAUHAN
Reader, Department of Economics, KurukshetraUniversity, Kurukshetra
DR. SAMBHAVNA
Faculty, I.L.T.M., Delhi
DR. MOHENDER KUMAR GUPTA
Associate Professor, P.J.L.N.GovernmentCollege, Faridabad
DR. VIVEK CHAWLA
Associate Professor, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
DR. SHIVAKUMAR DEENE
Asst. Professor, Dept. of Commerce, School of Business Studies, Central University of Karnataka, Gulbarga

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
PROF. ABHAY BANSAL
Head, Department of Information Technology, Amity School of Engineering & Technology, Amity University, Noida
PARVEEN KHURANA
Associate Professor, MukandLalNationalCollege, Yamuna Nagar
SHASHI KHURANA
Associate Professor, S.M.S.KhalsaLubanaGirlsCollege, Barara, Ambala
SUNIL KUMAR KARWASRA
Principal, AakashCollege of Education, ChanderKalan, Tohana, Fatehabad
DR. VIKAS CHOUDHARY
Asst. Professor, N.I.T. (University), Kurukshetra

FORMER TECHNICAL ADVISOR,
AMITA
Faculty, Government M. S., Mohali

FINANCIAL ADVISORS
DICKIN GOYAL
Advocate & Tax Adviser, Panchkula
NEENA
Investment Consultant, Chambaghat, Solan, Himachal Pradesh

LEGAL ADVISORS
JITENDER S. CHAHAL
Advocate, Punjab & Haryana High Court, Chandigarh U.T.
CHANDER BHUSHAN SHARMA
Advocate & Consultant, District Courts, Yamunanagar at Jagadhri

SUPERINTENDENT

SURENDER KUMAR POONIA

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/

iv




VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS

We invite unpublished novel, original, empirical and high quality research work pertaining to recent developments & practices in the areas of
Computer Science & Applications; Commerce; Business; Finance; Marketing; Human Resource Management; General Management; Banking;
Economics; Tourism Administration & Management; Education; Law; Library & Information Science; Defence & Strategic Studies; Electronic Science;
Corporate Governance; Industrial Relations; and emerging paradigms in allied subjects like Accounting; Accounting Information Systems; Accounting
Theory & Practice; Auditing; Behavioral Accounting; Behavioral Economics; Corporate Finance; Cost Accounting; Econometrics; Economic
Development; Economic History; Financial Institutions & Markets; Financial Services; Fiscal Policy; Government & Non Profit Accounting; Industrial
Organization; International Economics & Trade; International Finance; Macro Economics; Micro Economics; Rural Economics; Co-operation;
Demography: Development Planning; Development Studies; Applied Economics; Development Economics; Business Economics; Monetary Policy; Public
Policy Economics; Real Estate; Regional Economics; Political Science; Continuing Education; Labour Welfare; Philosophy; Psychology; Sociology; Tax
Accounting; Advertising & Promotion Management; Management Information Systems (MIS); Business Law; Public Responsibility & Ethics;
Communication; Direct Marketing; E-Commerce; Global Business; Health Care Administration; Labour Relations & Human Resource Management;
Marketing Research; Marketing Theory & Applications; Non-Profit Organizations; Office Administration/Management; Operations Research/Statistics;
Organizational Behavior & Theory; Organizational Development; Production/Operations; International Relations; Human Rights & Duties; Public
Administration; Population Studies; Purchasing/Materials Management; Retailing; Sales/Selling; Services; Small Business Entrepreneurship; Strategic
Management Policy; Technology/Innovation; Tourism & Hospitality; Transportation Distribution; Algorithms; Artificial Intelligence; Compilers &
Translation; Computer Aided Design (CAD); Computer Aided Manufacturing; Computer Graphics; Computer Organization & Architecture; Database
Structures & Systems; Discrete Structures; Internet; Management Information Systems; Modeling & Simulation; Neural Systems/Neural Networks;
Numerical Analysis/Scientific Computing; Object Oriented Programming; Operating Systems; Programming Languages; Robotics; Symbolic & Formal
Logic; Web Design and emerging paradigms in allied subjects.

Anybody can submit the soft copy of unpublished novel; original; empirical and high quality research work/manuscript anytime in M.S. Word format
after preparing the same as per our GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION; at our email address i.e. infoijrcm@gmail.com or online by clicking the link online
submission as given on our website (FOR ONLINE SUBMISSION, CLICK HERE).

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPT

1. COVERING LETTER FOR SUBMISSION:
DATED:

THE EDITOR
IJRCM

Subject: SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPT IN THE AREA OF

(e.g. Finance/Mkt./HRM/General Mgt./Engineering/Economics/Computer/IT/ Education/Psychology/Law/Math/other, please
specify)

DEAR SIR/MADAM

Please find my submission of manuscript entitled ‘ ' for possible publication in
one of your journals.

| hereby affirm that the contents of this manuscript are original. Furthermore, it has neither been published elsewhere in any
language fully or partly, nor is it under review for publication elsewhere.

| affirm that all the co-authors of this manuscript have seen the submitted version of the manuscript and have agreed to their
inclusion of names as co-authors.

Also, if my/our manuscript is accepted, | agree to comply with the formalities as given on the website of the journal. The Journal has
discretion to publish our contribution in any of its journals.

NAME OF CORRESPONDING AUTHOR

Designation

Institution/College/University with full address & Pin Code

Residential address with Pin Code

Mobile Number (s) with country ISD code

Is WhatsApp or Viber active on your above noted Mobile Number (Yes/No)
Landline Number (s) with country ISD code

E-mail Address

Alternate E-mail Address

Nationality

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/




VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

10.
11.

NOTES:

a) The whole manuscript has to be in ONE MS WORD FILE only, which will start from the covering letter, inside the manuscript.
pdf. version is liable to be rejected without any consideration.

b) The sender is required to mention the following in the SUBJECT COLUMN of the mail:

New Manuscript for Review in the area of (e.g. Finance/Marketing/HRM/General Mgt./Engineering/Economics/Computer/IT/
Education/Psychology/Law/Math/other, please specify)

c) There is no need to give any text in the body of mail, except the cases where the author wishes to give any specific message
w.r.t. to the manuscript.

d) The total size of the file containing the manuscript is expected to be below 1000 KB.

e) Abstract alone will not be considered for review and the author is required to submit the complete manuscript in the first

instance.

f)  The journal gives acknowledgement w.r.t. the receipt of every email within twenty four hours and in case of non-receipt of
acknowledgment from the journal, w.r.t. the submission of manuscript, within two days of submission, the corresponding
author is required to demand for the same by sending a separate mail to the journal.

g) The author (s) name or details should not appear anywhere on the body of the manuscript, except the covering letter and the
cover page of the manuscript, in the manner as mentioned in the guidelines.

MANUSCRIPT TITLE: The title of the paper should be bold typed, centered and fully capitalised.

AUTHOR NAME (S) & AFFILIATIONS: Author (s) name, designation, affiliation (s), address, mobile/landline number (s), and
email/alternate email address should be given underneath the title.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Acknowledgements can be given to reviewers, guides, funding institutions, etc., if any.

ABSTRACT: Abstract should be in fully italicized text, ranging between 150 to 300 words. The abstract must be informative and
explain the background, aims, methods, results & conclusion in a SINGLE PARA. Abbreviations must be mentioned in full.

KEYWORDS: Abstract must be followed by a list of keywords, subject to the maximum of five. These should be arranged in
alphabetic order separated by commas and full stop at the end. All words of the keywords, including the first one should be in small
letters, except special words e.g. name of the Countries, abbreviations.

JEL CODE: Provide the appropriate Journal of Economic Literature Classification System code (s). JEL codes are available at
www.aeaweb.org/econlit/jelCodes.php, however, mentioning JEL Code is not mandatory.

MANUSCRIPT: Manuscript must be in BRITISH ENGLISH prepared on a standard A4 size PORTRAIT SETTING PAPER. It should be free
from any errors i.e. grammatical, spelling or punctuation. It must be thoroughly edited at your end.

HEADINGS: All the headings must be bold-faced, aligned left and fully capitalised. Leave a blank line before each heading.
SUB-HEADINGS: All the sub-headings must be bold-faced, aligned left and fully capitalised.
MAIN TEXT:

THE MAIN TEXT SHOULD FOLLOW THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE:

INTRODUCTION
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
NEED/IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
OBJECTIVES
HYPOTHESIS (ES)
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
RESULTS & DISCUSSION
FINDINGS
RECOMMENDATIONS/SUGGESTIONS
CONCLUSIONS
LIMITATIONS
SCOPE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
REFERENCES
APPENDIX/ANNEXURE

The manuscript should preferably range from 2000 to 5000 WORDS.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/




VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245

12. FIGURES & TABLES: These should be simple, crystal CLEAR, centered, separately numbered & self explained, and titles must be
above the table/figure. Sources of data should be mentioned below the table/figure. /t should be ensured that the tables/figures
are referred to from the main text.

13. EQUATIONS/FORMULAE: These should be consecutively numbered in parenthesis, horizontally centered with equation/formulae
number placed at the right. The equation editor provided with standard versions of Microsoft Word should be utilised. If any other
equation editor is utilised, author must confirm that these equations may be viewed and edited in versions of Microsoft Office that
does not have the editor.

14. ACRONYMS: These should not be used in the abstract. The use of acronyms is elsewhere is acceptable. Acronyms should be defined
on its first use in each section: Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Acronyms should be redefined on first use in subsequent sections.

15. REFERENCES: The list of all references should be alphabetically arranged. The author (s) should mention only the actually utilised
references in the preparation of manuscript and they are supposed to follow Harvard Style of Referencing. Also check to make sure
that everything that you are including in the reference section is duly cited in the paper. The author (s) are supposed to follow the
references as per the following:

. All works cited in the text (including sources for tables and figures) should be listed alphabetically.
. Use (ed.) for one editor, and (ed.s) for multiple editors.
. When listing two or more works by one author, use --- (20xx), such as after Kohl (1997), use --- (2001), etc, in chronologically

ascending order.
. Indicate (opening and closing) page numbers for articles in journals and for chapters in books.

. The title of books and journals should be in italics. Double quotation marks are used for titles of journal articles, book chapters,
dissertations, reports, working papers, unpublished material, etc.

. For titles in a language other than English, provide an English translation in parenthesis.

. Headers, footers, endnotes and footnotes should not be used in the document. However, you can mention short notes to elucidate
some specific point, which may be placed in number orders after the references.

BOOKS
. Bowersox, Donald J., Closs, David J., (1996), "Logistical Management." Tata McGraw, Hill, New Delhi.
. Hunker, H.L. and A.J. Wright (1963), "Factors of Industrial Location in Ohio" Ohio State University, Nigeria.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS

. Sharma T., Kwatra, G. (2008) Effectiveness of Social Advertising: A Study of Selected Campaigns, Corporate Social Responsibility,
Edited by David Crowther & Nicholas Capaldi, Ashgate Research Companion to Corporate Social Responsibility, Chapter 15, pp 287-
303.

JOURNAL AND OTHER ARTICLES

. Schemenner, R.W., Huber, J.C. and Cook, R.L. (1987), "Geographic Differences and the Location of New Manufacturing Facilities,"
Journal of Urban Economics, Vol. 21, No. 1, pp. 83-104.

CONFERENCE PAPERS

. Garg, Sambhav (2011): "Business Ethics" Paper presented at the Annual International Conference for the All India Management
Association, New Delhi, India, 19-23

UNPUBLISHED DISSERTATIONS

n

. Kumar S. (2011): "Customer Value: A Comparative Study of Rural and Urban Customers," Thesis, Kurukshetra University,

Kurukshetra.

ONLINE RESOURCES

. Always indicate the date that the source was accessed, as online resources are frequently updated or removed.
WEBSITES
U Garg, Bhavet (2011): Towards a New Gas Policy, Political Weekly, Viewed on January 01, 2012 http://epw.in/user/viewabstract.jsp

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN COMMERCE, ECONOMICS & MANAGEMENT

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed (Refereed/Juried) Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

http://ijrcm.org.in/

Vii




VoLUME No. 5 (2015), I ssue No. 07 (JuLY) | SSN 2231-4245
AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF ECOPRENEURIAL ORIENTATION, ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERN AND GOVERNMENTAL MEASURES ON ECOPRENEURIAL PRACTICES OF WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS IN MALAPPURAM DISTRICT

NISHA K.M
RESEARCH SCHOLAR
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY
ALIGARH

DR. MOHD ASIF KHAN
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY
ALIGARH

ABSTRACT

Ecopreneurship is emerging phenomena that imperatively demands for revitalising the contemporary entrepreneurial practices towards a more eco-friendly
business. Countries worldwide have growing apprehension over the phenomenal rise in the environmental degradation caused by businesses through destruction
of biodiversity, pollution and depletion of natural resources. Fostering of environmentally responsible new generation ecopreneurs can eventually lead to
sustainable growth and development of a nation along with the fulfillment of both economic and social goals. The present study is an attempt to empirically
analyse the impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on the Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs in
Malappuram district. The empirical data used in this research is drawn from data set collected using a structured questionnaire addressed to 120 women
entrepreneurs. The questionnaire was developed by using five point Likert scale and a pilot study of 60 entrepreneurs was carried out for testing the reliability of
the scale. Reliability test has been conducted to check the internal consistency of measurement items by using Cronbach’s alpha which shows that there was high
correlation between the items. Pearson multiple correlation analysis is used to examine the individual relationships between the independent variables
(Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures) and the dependent variable (Ecopreneurial Practices). Multiple Linear
Regression (MLR) analysis is carried out to find which determinants could explain better the Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram
district. It is seen that the independent variables Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures have a positive impact on
Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs. Through MLR analysis R Square shows that 70.1% of the variance of Ecopreneurial Practices has been explained
by the three independent variables. The adjusted R square is 0.693, and it explains that 69.3% of variance in dependent variable would be accounted for if the
model had been derived from the population from which the sample was taken. Therefore, the model is found to be statistically significant and fit for prediction.
Among the three independent variables the one variable that has the most significant influence on the Ecopreneurial Practices is the Ecopreneurial Orientation
which has the highest beta value. This study has significant implication for both researchers and practitioners as it highlights the necessity of firms to adopt
Ecopreneurial Practices that can contribute towards a more sustainable consumption and production patterns, which will in the long run lead to a global
renovation towards a green economy. While previous authors made attempts to analyse certain aspects of linkage between entrepreneurial orientation,
entrepreneurial growth and performances, this research focused on developing a framework that combines Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern,
Governmental Measures and Ecopreneurial Practices pertinent to women entrepreneurs in Malappuram. The results support the necessity to identify variables of
multiple levels to explain the Ecopreneurial Practices of different firms.

KEYWORDS
Eco-friendly Business, Ecopreneurs, Women Entrepreneurs, Ecopreneurial Practices, Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental
Measures.

INTRODUCTION

ountries worldwide have growing apprehension over the phenomenal rise in the environmental degradation caused by businesses through destruction of

biodiversity, pollution and depletion of natural resources. Market systems have adversely affected the environment mainly due to two reasons i.e., firstly,

failure to deal effectively with the negative environmental externalities and secondly, due to undervaluing natural resources, leading to their over-
exploitation and depletion. Governments have sought to deal with the problem through a mix of command, control and market-based instruments, with limited
success (Bhatnagar et al., 2013). One of the most potent alternatives for dealing with such market failures is ecopreneurship an emerging phenomena that
imperatively demands for rejuvenating the contemporary entrepreneurial practices towards a more eco-friendly business.
Ecopreneurship is a relatively new field of academic inquiry and study, although some work on the phenomena began in the 1970s, it was not until 1990s that
the topic began to receive great attention (Schaper, 2008). The term referring to innovative businesses along with sustainability of environment are taken into
consideration in teleology of entrepreneurship called as environmental entrepreneurship, ecological entrepreneurship, Ecopreneurship and green
entrepreneurship (Allen and Malin, 2008). Ecopreneurship is a process carried out by ecopreneurs having green ideas to establish an innovative company that
manufactures/uses/supplies/markets products and services which are not detrimental to environment. Issak (2002) used the term ecopreneurship to denote an
existential form of business behaviour that is committed to sustainability. According to Lordkipanidze et al. (2005), it can be assumed that ecopreneurship in its
essence, is not different from other types of entrepreneurship but it takes into consideration the social and environmental issues together with economic ones.
Fostering of environmentally responsible new generation ecopreneurs with high inclination towards eco friendly ideas, products and services can lead to the
fulfillment of overall goals of economic, environmental and social well being along with enhanced sustainability. Eco-entrepreneurs enter these eco-friendly
markets, not only to make profits, but also because they have strong, underlying, green values. They are the combination of strong environmental and social
values with an energetic entrepreneurial attitude (Anderson, 1998; Gibbs, 2009). They are individuals who found or setup “green-green” businesses, i.e.,
business that are founded on the principle of sustainability. Ecopreneurs pursue social and ecological goals by means of profit orientated businesses. On the
other hand, “green” entrepreneurs pursue profit goals by means of ecological or socially orientated businesses (Isaak, 2002).

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Dixon and Clifford (1988) in their exploratory study entitled Ecopreneurship — a new approach to managing the triple bottom line tried to research into social
and ecological entrepreneurship. The paper highlighted on how ecopreneurs can create an economically viable business whilst retaining their core
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environmental and social values. Findings revealed that a strong link exists between entrepreneurialism and environmentalism i.e., the entrepreneurial flair of
the CEO enables the pursuit of environmental, social and economic goals. The success of the Green-Works business model stems from the business's symbiotic
relationships, firstly with large corporate bodies, who were keen to quantify their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts; secondly, with the community
and social partners, who provide employment and training for disadvantaged people and a route to relatively risk free growth. Finally, from the government and
social institutions, that provides special concessions and support. Isaak (2002) examined that an ideal ‘ecopreneur’ is one who creates green-green businesses
inorder to radically transform the economic sector in which they operates and ecopreneurship is seen as an existential form of business behaviour committed to
sustainability. The suggested ecopreneurial strategies include green brainstorming, cost reduction, stimulation of innovation through green design and
networking and encouraging green marketing. To promote ecopreneurship, government and public officials can run competitions for the most ingenious green
business plans, reform tax regimes to promote resource conservation and target the conception of high-tech development centres to build serial ecopreneurship
and attract ‘blended value’ venture capital.

Gibbs (2009) focused on investigating the role that sustainability entrepreneurship may have in engendering a shift in the practices and operations of modern
capitalism which could help to address problems of global warming, climate change and their associated negative environmental impacts. The study also
examined the subset of sustainable entrepreneurs i.e., ‘ecopreneurs’ who seek to combine business practice with sustainable development so as to revamp their
business sectors. The paper suggested that works on sustainable entrepreneurship could be considerably enhanced by an engagement with the literature on
transition management in science and technology studies. Farinelli et al. (2011) in their article argued that a green economy can only be driven by entrepreneurs
who respond positively to policy incentives through innovation in management and technology. Investments in green innovation should not only generate
private profits but also have the potentials to be scaled up to reach the sustainable transformation of entire industry. It implies that government should focus
more on the creation of an enabling environment for large-scale innovations that could contribute to the global green transformation of an entire industry
rather than merely subsidising to green niche markets.

Uhlaner (2011) predicted the engagement of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Environmental Management Practices with parameters like monitoring of
company waste, producing or selling environmentally friendly products and searching for more environmentally friendly products, services or production
methods. Findings revealed that several endogenous factors, including tangibility of sector, firm size, innovative orientation, family influence and perceived
financial benefits from energy conservation, predict an SME’s level of engagement in selected Environmental Management Practices. Governmental
programmes especially providing financial benefits to make energy and natural resource conservation more widely affordable to SMEs may offset other greater
long term costs, the society has to bear for waste removal, pollution control and acquisition of higher cost natural resources. Piirala (2012) explored the impact
of Entrepreneurial Orientation (EO) and its individual dimensions of innovativeness, risk-taking and pro-activeness on the performance of SMEs. The study was
done in a cross-cultural background by comparing EO and its dimensions and their performance implications between Finnish and German firms. Findings
showed that the Finnish SMEs exhibit higher levels of innovativeness, pro-activeness and EO than their German counterparts. Innovativeness emerged as the
most significant contributor to firm performance in the SMEs of both countries, even so that the impact of innovativeness alone is higher than that of the
combined EO concept. However, there was no significant difference between the strength of the impact on performance with any of the dimensions between
the Finnish and German firms.

Tejwani and Sethi (2012) in their article examined the principles, policies, and practices adopted by green businesses that could improve the quality of life for
their customers, employees, communities and the environment. In the early 21st century, many companies began capitalising on growing consumer zeal for
sustainable business. They followed greening practices to make their ventures more eco friendly and a number of ecopreneurs started businesses with a green
slant. They concluded that green business is presently an extremely profitable branch of the business world that has a wide range of companies from prestigious
MNCs to small, locally based companies. Hosseini and Eskandari (2013) in their descriptive survey investigated the relationship between Entrepreneurial
Orientation (EO), environmental factors, human capital and organisational characteristics vs. entrepreneurial performance among entrepreneurial firms in
Iranian agricultural sector. Hierarchical regression analysis was used as the statistical technique and it revealed that there is a positive direct relationship
between EO and entrepreneurial performance in an agricultural business setting. However, applying main effect or contingency models provided a distracting
picture of entrepreneurial performance in agricultural settings. It was also found that configurational approach may better elucidate the relationship between
EO, environmental factors, human capital and organisational characteristics vs. entrepreneurial performance over and above contingency and above main-
effect models.

Tan et al. (2013) investigated empirically the extent to which Self-Efficacy contributes to the development of Green Entrepreneurial Intention. The measurement
constructs of Self-Efficacy were market opportunities, innovative environment, initiating relationships, defining purpose, coping with challenges and developing
human resources. The coefficient of determination R Square showed that the variance of intention to entrepreneurship is adequately explained by the variance
of the independent variables, thereby, the regression model was found fit for prediction. Martins and Rialp (2013) examined the effects of the Entrepreneurial
Orientation (EO) on SMEs financial performance. It proposed a contingency model to explore the moderating effects of environmental hostility on the
relationship between EO and profitability. Results confirmed a positive influence of EO on a firm’s profitability and it also revealed that the impact of EO on SMEs
profitability is higher when there is a fit between EO and the external environment. Ullah et al. (2013) in their study analysed the association and influence of
enterprise related factors on Entrepreneurial Orientation. Primary data were collected through self administered questionnaire which were analysed in both
descriptive and inferential ways. Study examined the association between the independent variables (Enterprise Informalisation, Value Based Compensation and
Access to Resources) and dependent variable (Entrepreneurial Orientation). Multiple regression analysis was used to measure the influence of independent
variables on the dependent. The results showed that model was fit and explained 45.4% variation in EO due to Enterprise Informalisation, Value Based
Compensation and Access to Resources.

RESEARCH GAP

From the review of related literature it was found that most of the studies were done in the area of influence of enterprise related factors on entrepreneurial
orientation and effects of entrepreneurial orientation on SMEs performances. Certain studies also examined the principles, policies, and practices adopted by
green businesses, green marketing and green consumerism and how they can contribute towards green economy through ecopreneurship. Prediction of the
engagement of SMEs in environmental management practices, how ecopreneurs create an economically viable business whilst retaining their core
environmental and social values were also the subject matter studied. But the present study attempts to fill the gap in previous research by focusing on
developing a framework that combines Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern, Governmental Measures and Ecopreneurial Practices pertinent to
women entrepreneurs. It empirically analyses the impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial
Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram district.

OBJECTIVE
. To study the impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial Practices of women
entrepreneurs in Malappuram district.

HYPOTHESES

Ho: There is no significant impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial Practices of women
entrepreneurs in Malappuram district.

Ho1: There is no significant impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs.

Ho2: There is no significant impact of Environmental Concern on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs.

Hos: There is no significant impact of Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A quantitative descriptive research is carried out based on primary data collected from a sample of 120 women entrepreneurs engaged in agriculture,
manufacturing and service sectors in Malappuram district of Kerala. Secondary data source in the form of similar research studies, reference books, journals and
related online materials were also employed to supplement the study. The empirical data used in this research is drawn from data set collected using a
structured questionnaire addressed to 120 women entrepreneurs.

Research instrument for collecting data is a structured questionnaire developed by using five point Likert scale and a pilot study of 60 women entrepreneurs was
carried out for testing the reliability of the scale. Reliability test was conducted to check the internal consistency of measurement items by using Cronbach’s
alpha which shows that there was high correlation between the items. Pearson’s correlation test is also used to examine the individual relationships between
the independent variables and the dependent variable. Multiple Linear Regression (MLR) analysis is conducted to study the impact of different independent
variables on the dependent variable and also to identify which determinants could explain better the Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs in
Malappuram district.

MEASUREMENT CONSTRUCTS

The study includes use of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures as the three independent variables and Ecopreneurial
Practices as the dependent variable.

Ecopreneurial Practices

In the present study the term Ecopreneurial Practices includes all those initiatives and actions taken by entrepreneurs with environmental commitments to
produce, sell or market eco friendly products or services by using raw materials, processes, devices etc, that are not detrimental to environment and also engage
in the monitoring waste treatment. The dependent variable Ecopreneurial Practices was measured by using six constructs i.e., producing or selling eco friendly
products, use of energy efficient products and devices, use of eco friendly raw materials and production methods, monitoring waste treatment and creation of
market for green products and services.

Ecopreneurial Orientation

Ecopreneurial Orientation is the particular preferences, tendencies, beliefs or opinions an entrepreneur (ecopreneur) has in exploiting business opportunities by
giving priority to environmental benefits and which are instrumental in determining the eco-friendliness and progressiveness of a company. According to
Lumpkin and Dess (2001), the concept of entrepreneurial orientation consists of five dimensions: autonomy, innovativeness, risk taking, pro-activeness, and
competitive aggressiveness. The independent variable Ecopreneurial Orientation was measured using three parameters i.e., eco conscious innovations,
ecological risk bearing and eco-conscious pro-activeness. Where “Eco Conscious Innovations are all measures of relevant actors (firms, politicians, unions,
associations, churches, private households) which develop new ideas, behaviour, products and processes, apply or introduce them and which contribute to a
reduction of environmental burdens or to ecologically specified sustainability targets” (Rennings, 2000). Innovations like, inventing new green technologies to
work and using eco-friendly raw products to fabricate the finished products etc can be incorporated. Ecological Risk Bearing refers to the risks borne by
entrepreneurs, considering the ecological factors and not spreading the risks on to their employees, customers or society for their economic gains, thereby,
approaching towards sustainable development. Eco Conscious Pro-activeness is working beforehand through opportunity-seeking and forward-looking
perspective, with an objective of preserving the environment by setting specific targets for future environmental performance to attain better inputs, processes
and outcomes.

Environmental Concern

Environmental concern is the strong attitude towards preserving the environment (Cosby, Gill and Taylor, 1981). It is also known as “ecological concern”, which
refers to the degree of emotionality, the amount of specific factual knowledge, and the level of willingness as well as the extent of actual behaviour on pollution-
environmental issues (Maloney and Ward, 1973). Environmental Concern for the study included five parameters like boycott of products detrimental to
environment, willingness to bear extra cost for eco friendly products or services, environmental commitment, discharging of social responsibility, participation in
environmental campaigns.

Governmental Measure

For the present investigation the variable Governmental Measure denotes the steps, policies and actions undertaken by the government to protect the
environment from damages caused due to pollution and other activities involved in running a business. Governmental Measure as an influencing factor on
Ecopreneurial Practices included five parameters i.e., enforcement of environmental laws, allocation of more money to the authorities in combating pollution,
introduce pollution free public transport system and eco fuel for all vehicles, penalise or eliminate polluting industries and develop green areas by encouraging
more tree plantation.

FIGURE: 1

FEcoprencurial Practice Model

[ Independent (Variables ] [ Deperndernnt (ariable ]
Ecopreneurial
Orientation (ECORINT)
Environmental Concern Ecopreneurial Practices
(ENVICON) (ECOPRAT)

Governmental Neasures
(GVTMESR)

THE MODEL

ECOPRAT= 8, + B1ECORINT + 8,ENVICON + B;GVTMESR+ &,

Where, ECOPRAT is the Dependent Variable to measure Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs, B is the constant term of the model, B;ECORINT is the
independent variable that measures Ecopreneurial Orientation of women entrepreneurs, B,ENVICON and B3GVTMESR are the independent variables to measure
Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures respectively. €, denotes the error term.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

RELIABILITY ANALYSIS

Reliability analysis using Cronbach’s alpha test for the dependent (Ecopreneurship Practices) and independent variables (Ecopreneurial Orientation,
Environmental Concern, Governmental Measures) are depicted in Table: 1. A Cronbach’s coefficient alpha is calculated to measure the reliability of all item
included in the dependent and independent variables. Cronbach Alpha is a reliability coefficient that indicates how well the items are positively correlated to
one another and closer the Cronbach’s alpha is to 1, higher the internal consistency. In general, the reliabilities less than 0.60 are considered to be poor, those in
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the 0.70 range, acceptable and those over 0.80 good (Sekaran, 2000). As the Cronbach’s Alpha obtained is between the range 0.665 and 0.811 it can be said that
the internal reliability of all the measures can be considered acceptable and good. The overall reliability value of 0.929 of the variables shows that the level of
internal consistency of measurement item is very good.

TABLE 1: RELIABILITY ANALYSIS

Variables No: of items | Cronbach Alpha (a)
Ecopreneurship Practices 6 0.811
Ecopreneurial Orientation | 3 0.665
Environmental Concern 5 0.791
Governmental Measures 5 0.704
Overall Reliability 19 0.929

ASSUMPTIONS OF MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Multiple regression analysis should satisfy the assumption of no perfect multicollinearity i.e., there should be no perfect linear relationship between two or more
of the predictors. So, the predictor variables should not correlate too highly (Field, 2009). Multicollinearity of the three independent variables has been
diagnosed by evaluating the Variance Inflation Factor (VIF) and Tolerance statistics for each variable in Table: 2. The VIF measures the degree to which each
independent variable is explained by the other explanatory variables. If the largest VIF is greater than 10 then there is cause for concern (Bowerman &
O’Connell, 1990; Myers, 1990). Tolerance is the percentage of variance in a given predictor that cannot be explained by the other predictors. When the
tolerances are closer to zero, there is high multicollinearity. Tolerance below 0.1 indicates a serious problem. Tolerance below 0.2 indicates a potential problem
(Menard, 1995). The highest VIF value given in Table: 2, is 2.834 it is below 5. None of the tolerance statistics are less than 0.2 therefore there is no serious or
potential problem of multicollinearity among the independent variables.

TABLE 2: COLLINEARITY STATISTICS
Variables | Tolerance | VIF |

ECORINT 0.390 2.563
ENVICON | 0.353 2.834
GVTMESR | 0.359 2.784

Another way to identify multicollinearity is to scan a correlation matrix of all of the predictor variables and see if any correlate very highly (correlations of above
.80 or .90) (Field, 2009). Pearson’s Correlation matrix has been constructed with ‘r’ values of all test variables. The most significant bivariate correlation (0.760)
among independent variables at 0.01 level is between Environmental Concern and Governmental Measure. From the correlation matrix, it is clear that all the
variables examined in this study have significant relationship with the criterion measure (Ecopreneurial Practices). The correlation matrix in Table: 3, depicts that
all the independent variables have a positive and good correlation with the dependent variable Ecopreneurial Practices, but it is not above 0.80, therefore, the
table values clearly indicates that there seem to be no multicollinearity within the variables.

TABLE 3: CORRELATION MATRIX OF VARIABLES AND CRITERION MEASURE
Variables | ECOPRAT | ECORINT | ENVICON | GVTMESR
ECOPRAT | 1
ECORINT 0.795** db
ENVICON 0.747** 0.735** 1
GVTMESR | 0.724** 0.730** 0.760** 1
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)

Regression analysis assumes independence of errors i.e. there should be no autocorrelation in the residuals from a regression. For any two observations the
residual terms should be uncorrelated or independent, which is described as a lack of autocorrelation. The Durbin Watson statistic is used to test the presence of
autocorrelation. As a very conservative rule of thumb, values less than 1 or greater than 3 are definitely cause for concern (Field, 2009). Any value of the Durbin
Watson statistic between one and three is acceptable. Table: 4, shows a Durbin Watson statistic of 2.131 which is acceptable and therefore the assumption of
independent errors in the regression is tenable.

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS

The model summary of Multiple Linear Regression (MLR) analysis of Ecopreneurial Practices with Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and
Governmental Measures is demonstrated in Table: 4. R is a measure of the multiple correlation between the predictors and the outcome. Large value of multiple
R represents a large correlation between the predicted and observed values of the outcome and it is a gauge of how well the model predicts the observed data
(Field, 2009). The estimated multiple regression coefficient (R=0.837) shows a relatively strong linear positive correlation between the independent and
dependent variables. R Square is the coefficient of determination that tells how much of the variance in dependent variable is accounted for by the regression
model from the given sample. The obtained R Square shows that 70.1% of the variance of Ecopreneurial Practices has been significantly explained by the three
independent variables considered for the study. Adjusted R Square indicates the loss of predictive power or shrinkage. The adjusted value tells how much
variance in dependent variable would be accounted for if the model had been derived from the population from which the sample was taken.

TABLE 4: MODEL SUMMARY
Model | R R Square | Adjusted R Square | Std. Error of the Estimate | Durbin-Watson
1 0.837° | 0.701 0.693 0.26864 2.131
a.  Predictors: (Constant), GVTMESR, ECORINT, ENVICON
b.  Dependent Variable: ECOPRAT
In Table: 5, ANOVA shows whether the overall model is significantly good degree of predictor of the outcome or dependent variable. The F ratio obtained is
90.736, which is significant at p< .01 (the Sig. value in the table for p is 0.000). Thus it can be inferred that Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and
Governmental Measures have a statistically significant positive impact on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram district. On the basis
of analysis of variance, the given ANOVA table reveals that the overall model is statistically significant.

TABLE 5: ANOVA

Model Sum of Squares | df Mean Square | F Sig.
1 | Regression | 19.645 3 6.548 90.736 | 0.000°
Residual 8.372 116 | 0.072
Total 28.016 119

a.  Predictors: (Constant), GVTMESR, ECORINT, ENVICON
b.  Dependent Variable: ECOPRAT
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Table: 6, depicts the beta values which reflect about the relationship between dependent variable and each predictor. If the beta value is positive there is a
positive relationship between the predictor and the outcome and vice versa. The table shows that all the predictors have a positive beta (b) value indicating that
there exist positive relationships. Beta values also demonstrate to what degree each predictor affects the outcome, if the effects of all other predictors are held
constant. Among the three independent variables one variable that has the most significant influence on the Ecopreneurial Practices is the Ecopreneurial
Orientation. It is evident through the highest beta value (0.467) obtained for Ecopreneurial Orientation, which has a value of p<.01 which is significant at 1%
level. It can also be seen that the beta values of Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures are 0.265 and 0.182 respectively with a p<.05 indicating
that it is also statistically significant at 5% level. The positive Beta weight indicates that the three independent variables discussed have a positive and significant
influence on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs. Each of these beta values has an associated standard error indicating to what extent these values
would vary across different samples, and these standard errors are used to determine whether or not the b value differs significantly from zero.

TABLE 6: COEFFICIENTS

Model Unstandardised Coefficients | Standardised Coefficients | t Sig.

1 B Std. Error Beta

(Constant) | 0.667 0.177 3.776 | 0.000
ECORINT 0.400 0.070 0.467 5.751 | 0.000
ENVICON 0.234 0.075 0.265 3.102 | 0.002
GVTMESR | 0.172 0.080 0.182 2.149 | 0.034

a. Dependent Variable ECOPRAT

Table: 7, depicts the results of hypotheses testing of multiple regression analysis. It is evident from the table that the overall model is significant as the
significant value is less than the value of p at 0.01 level of significance (p<0.01). Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected and there is a significant impact of
ECORINT, ENVICON and GVTMESR on ECOPRAT. The sub hypotheses of the study also reveal that the impact of ECORINT on ECOPRAT and ENVICON on ECOPRAT
are significant at 0.01 level as p<0.01. While, the impact of GVTMESR on ECOPRAT is significant at 0.05 level as the p value is less than 0.05 (p<0.05).

TABLE 7: HYPOTHESES TESTING OF IMPACT OF ECORINT, ENVICON AND GVTMESR ON ECOPRAT

No. | Hypotheses Sig. Value | Decision

Ho There is no significant impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on 0.000 Reject
Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram district.

Ho: | Thereis no significant impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs. 0.000 Reject

Hox | There is no significant impact of Environmental Concern on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs 0.002 Reject

Hos | There is no significant impact of Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial Practices of women entrepreneurs. 0.034 Reject

Based on above analysis and discussions it can be concluded that all the null hypotheses (Ho) are rejected and alternative hypotheses therefore, remains
accepted showing that there exist a significant impact of Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures on Ecopreneurial
Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram district. It was found that the regression model developed was significant and fit for prediction.

CONCLUSION

Ecopreneurship can contribute in several ways towards sustainable growth and development with a new vision of translating environmental needs into market
opportunities. The new breed of ecopreneurs can formulate better aims of conserving scarce natural resources and considering environmental goals rather than
exclusively focusing on profit maximisation. They need to engage more in eco innovations of technology, product, service and organisation and give thrust to
shift wider parts of a given market towards a more sustainable path. The study highlights the necessity of firms to adopt Ecopreneurial Practices that can
contribute towards a more sustainable consumption and production patterns leading to a global renovation towards a green economy. Major findings of the
study reveal that Ecopreneurial Orientation, Environmental Concern and Governmental Measures have a statistically significant positive impact on Ecopreneurial
Practices of women entrepreneurs in Malappuram district. Among the three independent variables studied one variable that has the most significant influence
on the Ecopreneurial Practices is the Ecopreneurial Orientation.

LIMITATIONS

The limitation of this research was that it used a small sample size of 120 women entrepreneurs and the study was restricted to Malappuram district of Kerala
alone and therefore, the results of this study cannot be generalised. Larger samples from all over the country will obviously increase the level of reliability and
generalisation.
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